
State Report Rubric
Below is the criteria for each section of your state report. The total points will be split between Writing and Social Studies, so 

please make sure you read each section. Total Points: 110 points! Each section will be graded as they are due. Please check with 
the schedule for due dates. 

State 
Information 

Slides 5-8

25 20 15 10
Score

Distinguished Proficient Apprentice Novice

Capital, Major 
Cities, State 

Details, and Etc.

All slides complete with 
accurate information. Text 

boxes give a thorough 
description of the state's 
attributes and resources.

All slides complete with 
accurate information. Text 
boxes give an adequate 
description of the state's 
attributes and resources.

Some slides complete with 
accurate information. Text 
boxes attempt to give an 

adequate description of the 
state's attributes and 

resources.

Many slides 
incomplete/information is 

lacking/inaccurate.
/25

State 
Information 
Paragraph

20 18 16 14
Score

Distinguished Proficient Apprentice Novice

Each paragraph 
should be in 

complete 
paragraph 

format, including 
grammar, 

punctuation, and 
spelling.

Clear topic sentence. At least 
three pieces of evidence 

which accurately support the 
topic. Evidence has 

reasoning which connects 
the evidence back to the 

topic to expertly prove the 
student’s point. Strong 

conclusion.
Very few convention issues.

The topic sentence is not a 
strong statement. At least 

three pieces of evidence, but 
the evidence may not 

accurately support the topic. 
Evidence has reasoning 

which connect the evidence 
back to the topic, but do not 
strongly prove the student’s 

point. Weak conclusion.
Convention issues don’t 

negatively impact student’s 
point.

The topic sentence is not 
clear. 1-2 pieces of evidence 

which support the topic. 
Evidence may not be clear. 

Not all evidence has 
reasoning. The reasoning 

does connect the evidence to 
the topic. Weak Concluding 

statement.
Convention issues make it 

difficult to understand 
student’s reasoning.

Topic sentence is missing. 
Evidence is missing or does 

not support the topic. 
Reasoning missing, or 

reasoning doesn’t connect 
the evidence to the topic. No 

Conclusion

/20

Tourists 
Attractions 
Paragraph

20 18 16 14
Score

Distinguished Proficient Apprentice Novice

Each paragraph 
should be in 

complete 
paragraph 

format, including 
grammar, 

punctuation, and 
spelling.

Clear topic sentence. At least 
three pieces of evidence 

which accurately support the 
topic. Evidence has 

reasoning which connects 
the evidence back to the 

topic to expertly prove the 
student’s point. Strong 

conclusion.
Very few convention issues.

The topic sentence is not a 
strong statement. At least 

three pieces of evidence, but 
the evidence may not 

accurately support the topic. 
Evidence has reasoning 

which connect the evidence 
back to the topic, but do not 
strongly prove the student’s 

point. Weak conclusion.
Convention issues don’t 

negatively impact student’s 
point.

The topic sentence is not 
clear. 1-2 pieces of evidence 

which support the topic. 
Evidence may not be clear. 

Not all evidence has 
reasoning. The reasoning 

does connect the evidence to 
the topic. Weak Concluding 

statement.
Convention issues make it 

difficult to understand 
student’s reasoning.

Topic sentence is missing. 
Evidence is missing or does 

not support the topic. 
Reasoning missing, or 

reasoning doesn’t connect 
the evidence to the topic. No 

Conclusion

/20

Student 
Choice 

Paragraph

20 18 16 14
Score

Distinguished Proficient Apprentice Novice

Each paragraph 
should be in 

complete 
paragraph 

format, including 
grammar, 

punctuation, and 
spelling.

Clear topic sentence. At 
least three pieces of 

evidence which 
accurately support the 

topic. Evidence has 
reasoning which 

connects the evidence 
back to the topic to 
expertly prove the 

student’s point. Strong 
conclusion.

Very few convention 
issues.

The topic sentence is 
not a strong statement. 
At least three pieces of 

evidence, but the 
evidence may not 

accurately support the 
topic. Evidence has 

reasoning which 
connect the evidence 

back to the topic, but do 
not strongly prove the 
student’s point. Weak 

conclusion.
Convention issues don’t 

negatively impact 
student’s point.

The topic sentence is 
not clear. 1-2 pieces of 

evidence which support 
the topic. Evidence may 

not be clear. Not all 
evidence has reasoning. 

The reasoning does 
connect the evidence to 

the topic. Weak 
Concluding statement.

Convention issues make 
it difficult to understand 

student’s reasoning.

Topic sentence is 
missing. Evidence is 
missing or does not 
support the topic. 

Reasoning missing, or 
reasoning doesn’t 

connect the evidence to 
the topic. No Conclusion

/20

Persuasive 
Letter to 
Tourist 

Paragraph

20 18 16 14

Score
Distinguished Proficient Apprentice Novice

Each paragraph 
should be in 

complete 
paragraph 

format, including 
grammar, 

punctuation, and 
spelling.

A strong claim is made 
to potential tourists. At 
least three pieces of 

evidence which 
accurately support the 

topic. Evidence has 
reasoning which 

connects the evidence 
back to the topic to 
expertly prove the 

student’s point. Strong 
conclusion.

Very few convention 
issues.

The claim to potential 
tourist is not a strong 

statement. At least three 
pieces of evidence, but 
the evidence may not 
accurately support the 

topic. Evidence has 
reasoning which 

connect the evidence 
back to the topic, but do 
not strongly prove the 
student’s point. Weak 

conclusion.
Convention issues don’t 

negatively impact 
student’s point.

The claim to potential 
tourist is not clear. 1-2 

pieces of evidence 
which support the topic. 

Evidence may not be 
clear. Not all evidence 

has reasoning. The 
reasoning does connect 

the evidence to the 
topic. Weak Concluding 

statement.
Convention issues make 
it difficult to understand 

student’s reasoning.

The claim to potential 
tourists is missing. 

Evidence is missing or 
does not support the 

topic. Reasoning 
missing, or reasoning 
doesn’t connect the 

evidence to the topic. 
No Conclusion

/20

State Report 
Sources

5 4 3 2
Score

Distinguished Proficient Apprentice Novice

Slides 19-24
At least 4 different 

sources were accurately 
recorded.

At least 4 different 
sources were recorded.

Less than 4 different 
sources were recorded 

and/or some 
information is missing.

Incomplete/Missing 
Sources. /5

Total Score: /110


